7th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST
The Following list of books is a resource for you to explore over the summer. It is optional but
encouraged. This list is comprised of books you will read throughout the course of next year as
well as books which contain similar themes and/or are similar genres.
LIST 1: BOOKS WE WILL READ NEXT YEAR

The Pigman - Paul Zindel
When sophomores John and Lorraine played a practical joke a few months ago on a stranger named
Angelo Pignati, they had no idea what they were starting. Virtually overnight, almost against their will,
the two befriended the lonely old man; it wasn't long before they were more comfortable in his house than
their own. But now Mr. Pignati is dead. And for John and Lorraine, the only way to find peace is to write
down their friend's story - the story of the Pigman.
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls
Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to save up enough
money for two pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that times
are tough; together they’ll roam the hills of the Ozarks.Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest
hunting team in the valley. Stories of their great achievements spread throughout the region, and the
combination of Old Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s brains, and Billy’s sheer will seems unbeatable. But
tragedy awaits these determined hunters—now friends—and Billy learns that hope can grow out of
despair, and that the seeds of the future can come from the scars of the past.
A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens
First published in 1843, “A Christmas Carol” is arguably Dickens’s most popular and accessible work.
An instant success ever since its original publication, it is the story of Ebenezer Scrooge, a cold, bitter, old
miser who despises Christmas and everything about it. When the ghost of Scrooge’s former business
partner, Jacob Marley, visits him on Christmas Eve exactly seven years after his death, Scrooge is
challenged to rethink his ways before it is too late. Over the course of the evening he is visited by three
more spirits, the Ghosts of Christmases Past, Present, and Yet to Come. These visits help Scrooge to see
the error in his ways transforming him by the end of the story into a kinder and gentler soul. Inspired by
his experiences as a child, Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol” highlights the plight of the lower class in 19th
century England through an enduring and ultimately heart-warming tale.
The Diary of Anne Frank – Anne Frank
In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home
in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the
Gestapo, the Franks and another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building.
Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined
quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid
impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly
humorous, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling
self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut short.

The Giver - Lowis Lowry
Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of pain. There are no choices.
Every person is assigned a role in the community. When Jonas turns 12 he is singled out to receive special
training from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true pain and pleasure of life. Now, it
is time for Jonas to receive the truth. There is no turning back.
Rifles for Waite – Harold Keith
Winner of the Newbery Medal * An ALA Notable Children’s Book * Winner of the Lewis Carroll Shelf
Award. A captivating and richly detailed novel about one young soldier who saw the Civil War from both
sides and lived to tell the tale. Earnest, plain-spoken sixteen-year-old Jeff Bussey has finally gotten his
father’s consent to join the Union volunteers. It’s 1861 in Linn County, Kansas, and Jeff is eager to fight
for the North before the war is over, which he’s sure will be soon. But weeks turn to months, the marches
through fields and woods prove endless, hunger and exhaustion seem to take up permanent residence in
Jeff’s bones, and he learns what it really means to fight in battle—and to lose friends. When he finds
himself among enemy troops, he’ll have to put his life on the line to advance the Union cause.
LIST 2: BOOKS THAT ARE SIMILAR AND WILL HELP WITH THEME AND CONTENT
American Tall Tales - Adrien Stoutenburg, Richard M. Powers (Illustrator)
Eight exciting classic American Tall Tales! This collection includes the famed stories of Paul Bunyan,
Pecos Bill, Stormalong, Mike Fink, Davy Crockett, Johnny Appleseed, John Henry, and Joe Magarac,
with evocative illustrations by Richard M. Powers.
The Scorpio Races - Maggie Stiefvater
It happens at the start of every November: the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of their water
horses long enough to make it to the finish line. Some riders live. Others die. At age nineteen, Sean
Kendrick is the returning champion. He is a young man of few words, and if he has any fears, he keeps
them buried deep, where no one else can see them. Puck Connolly is different. She never meant to ride in
the Scorpio Races. She is in no way prepared for what is going to happen.
The Unwanteds - Lisa McMannEvery year in Quill, thirteen-year-olds are sorted into categories: the
strong, intelligent Wanteds go to university, and the artistic Unwanteds are sent to their graves. On the
day of the Purge, identical twins Alex and Aaron Stowe await their fate. While Aaron is hopeful of
becoming a Wanted, Alex knows his chances are slim. He’s been caught drawing with a stick in the dirtand in the stark gray land of Quill, being creative is a death sentence. But when Alex and the other
Unwanteds face the Eliminators, they discover an eccentric magician named Mr. Today and his hidden
world that exists to save the condemned children. Artimé is a colorful place of talking statues, uncommon
creatures, and artistic magic, where creativity is considered a gift… and a weapon.
The Running Dream - Wendelin Van Draanen
When Jessica is told she’ll never run again, she puts herself back together—and learns to dream bigger
than ever before. The acclaimed author of Flipped delivers a powerful and healing story. Jessica thinks
her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She’s not comforted by the news that she’ll be able
to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run? As she struggles
to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the spotlight and invisible. People who don’t know what to say act
like she’s not there. Jessica’s embarrassed to realize that she’s done the same to a girl with CP named
Rosa. A girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she’s missed. A girl who sees right into the

heart of her. With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may actually
be able to run again. But that’s not enough for her now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines
herself—she wants to take Rosa with her.
Johnny Tremain - Esther Forbes, Lynd Ward (Illustrator)
Johnny Tremain, a young apprentice silversmith, is caught up in the danger and excitement of 1775
Boston, just before the Revolutionary War. But even more gripping than living through the drama of
Revolutionary Boston is the important discovery Johnny makes in his own life
No Summit out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to Climb the Seven Summits - Jordan
Romero and Linda LeBlanc
Jordan Romero climbed Mount Everest at age thirteen—and he didn’t stop there. In this inspiring young
adult memoir, he tells how he achieved such great heights.
Ghost (Track #1) - Jason Reynolds
Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But never for a track team.
Nope, his game has always been ball. But when Ghost impulsively challenges an elite sprinter to a race -and wins -- the Olympic medalist track coach sees he has something: crazy natural talent. Thing is, Ghost
has something else: a lot of anger, and a past that he is trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness his raw talent
for speed and meld with the team, or will his past finally catch up to him.
The Book Thief - Markus Zusak
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German
girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are
hiding, as well as their neighbors.

